
4th Grade work for Week 3: April 13- April 17 

 

This week’s work has Vocabulary, Reading, Writing lessons for each day and for Math there are 

a couple lessons on iReady. Many of you are getting laptops this week, so I expect to hear from 

more of you, which is great! Remember to continue working on your iReady goals throughout 

the week- you should be passing 3 lessons of Reading and Math each week. At the end of the 

week, students only need to turn in the Vocabulary sentences they write on Friday, and the 

Writing packets (drop these off at the school if you are going to pick up food, or hold onto these 

packets for when we return to school). You can also email me any work that students type; my 

email is daviese@springfieldpublicschools. Students should also be keeping a notebook for at 

home learning- they will record their thinking in these notebooks during most Vocabulary and 

Reading lessons. If/ when we return to school, I will collect these notebooks from students.  

I am still trying out different platforms to make students’ at home learning work the best for 

everyone. I appreciate everyone’s patience at this time, and ask that we all remain patient and 

continue to work together so that scholars can get the most out of this at- home schooling. I 

will be available online during regular school hours this week, from 8:30am- 3:30pm, so feel 

free to reach out on Class Dojo with any questions or concerns. Lastly, if your student is 

struggling with the work or has any questions for me, I can set up an online video chat to check 

in any morning this week, between 10:30-11:30am. Please let me know if your child wants to 

check in with me and we can arrange that.  

I am missing you all and hope everyone is staying safe and healthy. These are difficult times but 

I believe that we are stronger together. Please, please do not hesitate to contact me if you or 

your family needs anything, or if you just want to check in and say hi! Although we are not 

physically together, I am still here for you. Be well and have fun learning this week!  

 

P.S. I am highlighting each direction that asks you to write something in your notebook, so you know 

exactly when you should be answering a question or recording your thinking.  

Day 1- Monday, April 13 

Vocabulary 

Words are from this week’s read aloud book, In My Own Backyard by Judi Kurijan 

***View this week’s read aloud video FIRST so that you can understand how some of these 

words are used in the context of the story.   

• Speculate- wonder or guess why something happened or what will happen next 

• Envision- picture in the mind, or imagine 

• In the blink of an eye- in an instant or extremely quickly 



• Imposing- impressive because of great size or strength 

• Recede- move back or away or fade gradually  

• Eerie- strange and frightening  

 

1. Introduce and use speculate 

a. On pages 4-5 of In My Own Backyard, the narrator is awakened by the 

sounds of blue jay birds outside her window. The first word this week, 

speculate, means to wonder or guess why something happens. The narrator 

speculates, or wonders, about how many other blue jays lived in her 

backyard before she did, and about how many other people have stood 

where she stood.  

b. People often speculate, or wonder, about the future. Answer the following 

question in your notebook: 

i. What do you speculate that your life will be like when you are 20 

years old? 

1. When I am 20 years old, I speculate that I will… 

2. Introduce and use envision 

a. On pages 6 and 7 of In My Own Backyard, the narrator is thinking about who 

walked the land and lived in their backyard before they did. The next word, 

envision, is a synonym of the words imagine and picture. The narrator is 

envisioning, or imagining how her backyard might have looked back 100 

years ago.  

b. The letters vis is an example of a Latin root word. A root word is a “word or 

part of a word that is used to make other words.” The root word vis or vid 

means “see or appear,” envision means to picture in the mind, so if you 

envision something, you can see it in your mind. Answer this question in your 

notebooks: 

i. How is the word vision related to the word envision?  

1. They are related because….  

c. For the following situation, make a picture in your mind about the situation: 

i. The sun is shining outside and it’s over 80 degrees. You are running 

around, smiling and sweating. Where are you on this hot day? What 

are you doing? What are you wearing? What are you eating or 

drinking?  

ii. Write a sentence in your notebook about what you envisioned.  

1. I envisioned…. 

3. Introduce and use “In the Blink of an Eye” 

a. On page 16 of In My Own Backyard, it says, “Then, in the blink of an eye, the 

ice was gone. People wearing animal skins were trying to drive away an 

animal that looked like a big, furry elephant.” In the blink of an eye is an 



idiom that means in an instant or extremely quickly. When we say in the 

blink of an eye, we do not mean someone actually blinked their eye, it is an 

expression to mean something happened very quickly, so if you blinked, you 

might miss it.  

b. Read the following scenarios and write whether the expression in the blink of 

an eye makes sense in that situation or not.  

i. Explosive charges are set in the old building where no one has lived or 

worked for many years. At the push of a button, there is a huge 

“boom!” In the blink of an eye, the building is gone.  

1. Does in the blink of an eye makes sense here? 

a. It does/ does not make sense because…  

ii. The road from the farm to school is long, hot and dusty. The boy 

walks slowly along, dragging his backpack behind. In the blink of an 

eye, he is at school.  

1. Does in the blink of an eye makes sense here? 

a. It does/ does not make sense because…  

iii. Anisa’s dog Spike hungrily watches as Anisa eats a sandwich. When 

Anisa drops a piece of meat, Spike leaps at it. In the blink of an eye, 

the meat is gone.  

1. Does in the blink of an eye makes sense here? 

a. It does/ does not make sense because…  

 

 

Reading 

This weeks’ reading work features another read aloud called In My Own Backyard by Judi 

Jurjian and illustrated by David R. Wagner. The comprehension skill we are working on this 

week is summarizing. Students have worked on this informally throughout the year when they 

described their books to peers and thought about comparing different texts. Student may 

struggle to do this right away about a book they are reading; it is a tough skill to master. 

Encourage them to stick with it and stay with the most important parts of a story or text. What 

do you most need to know in order to get this information or story? The point of this week is 

that students are getting some exposure and practice with summarizing. They will work more 

on finding the main idea or important parts of a text and find supporting details, then at the 

end of the week we will use our thinking to put together a full summary of the book. Students 

can continue reading their nonfiction texts for IDR this week, and they will be working on 

writing summaries of what they read throughout the week.  



Attached is a link to a great site with a number of summaries of books that were turned into 

movies. They are great family fun, and could be a great activity if any of the movies are on 

streaming platforms! (I will also share this link directly on Dojo) 

https://www.familyeducation.com/fun/movies/13-best-kids-books-turned-movies 

Remember to use all of your reading comprehension skills during your independent reading 

throughout the week! 

• Using text features 

• Questioning 

• Recognizing story elements 

• Making inferences 

• Visualizing 

• Analyzing how texts are organized 

• Determining important ideas and supporting details 

For each daily reading lesson, students should follow this general schedule: 

1. 15- 20 minutes Read aloud video and Questions/ Taking notes on important ideas 

a. Reading Questions for Day 1 (answer in your notebook): 

i. What is the setting of this story? 

ii. Who is telling the story? 

iii. Why do you think the child calls their backyard “the most amazing 

place?” 

2. 30 minutes of IDR- Individualized Daily Reading (Nonfiction books only for this 30 

minutes! Feel free to read your fiction books too, the more reading, the smarter you 

get!) 

 

Writing 

***Writing work is printed at the school to pickup, see Mr. McCann! OR request it to be sent 

over email! 

 

For writing this week we are still focused on opinion, or persuasive writing. Throughout the 

week, students will read 3 passages about the country of Greece, answer some questions, then 

at the end of the week they will write a short essay that explains whether or not they would like 

to travel to Greece and why. 

 

Day 1- Read Where is Greece and answer questions 

https://www.familyeducation.com/fun/movies/13-best-kids-books-turned-movies


 

 

 

Math  

Work on iReady teacher assigned lessons; I have assigned 4 different lessons on fractions. Each 

lesson is about 30 minutes long. I will leave them up for students to work on throughout the 

next couple of weeks. Students can log on to our class page on Prodigy for more math practice, 

www.playprodigy.com.  

 

Day 2- Tuesday, April 14 

Vocabulary 

• Speculate- wonder or guess why something happened or what will happen next 

• Envision- picture in the mind, or imagine 

• In the blink of an eye- in an instant or extremely quickly 

• Imposing- impressive because of great size or strength 

• Recede- move back or away or fade gradually  

• Eerie- strange and frightening  

Reviewing words speculate, envision and in the blink of an eye 

1. Answer the following question in your notebook,  

a. Which of yesterday’s words were especially interesting to learn about? Why? 

i. The word __________ was interesting to learn about because….  

2. Tell me a story activity: finish the following stories with a sentence in your notebook 

using your imagination: 

a. The students file into the classroom and stop suddenly. In the middle of the 

room is a large box with dozens of small holes in the sides. There are strange 

noises coming from the box. Addison points to the box and whispers to Joseph, 

“What do you think that is?” Joseph whispers back, “I speculate . . .”  

i. PROMPT 1: Joseph whispers back, “I speculate . . .” 

b. Marita’s mom tells her that she may redecorate her room, and Marita is jubilant. 

“How do you envision your room will look?” Marita’s mom asks. Marita says, “I 

envision . . .”  

i. PROMPT 2: Marita says, “I envision . . .” 

http://www.playprodigy.com/


c. Tony is writing a story. “What happens in the story?” his friend Greg asks. Tony 

explains, “There’s a huge, powerful tornado. It hits this town, and in the blink of 

an eye . . .”  

i. PROMPT 3: In the blink of an eye . . . 

 

Reading 

For each daily reading lesson, students should follow this general schedule: 

1. 15- 20 minutes Read aloud video and Questions/ Taking notes on important ideas 

a. Watch the first half of the read aloud video again, stopping after pg. 6, then 12, 

then 16, pause the video and write down important ideas in your notebook. 

Think to yourself- What is the important thing that is happening in the part you 

just heard?  

2. 30 minutes of IDR- Individualized Daily Reading (Nonfiction books only for this 30 

minutes! Feel free to read your fiction books too, the more reading, the smarter you 

get!) 

a. Write a summary of what you read about during IDR time today in your 

notebook. A summary should only be about 2 or 3 sentences long.  

 

Writing 

***Writing work is printed at the school to pickup, see Mr. McCann! OR request it to be sent 

over email! 

 

Day 2- Read Athena and Poseidon’s Contest and answer questions.  

 

Math  

Work on iReady teacher assigned lessons; I have assigned 4 different lessons on fractions. Each 

lesson is about 30 minutes long. I will leave them up for students to work on throughout the 

next couple of weeks. Students can log on to our class page on Prodigy for more math practice, 

www.playprodigy.com.  

 

Day 3- Wednesday, April 15 

Vocabulary 

http://www.playprodigy.com/


• Speculate- wonder or guess why something happened or what will happen next 

• Envision- picture in the mind, or imagine 

• In the blink of an eye- in an instant or extremely quickly 

• Imposing- impressive because of great size or strength 

• Recede- move back or away or fade gradually  

• Eerie- strange and frightening  

 

1. Introduce and define imposing 

a. On page 16- 17, the narrator sees a new scene and describes it, “People wearing 

animal skins were trying to drive away an animal that looked like a big, furry 

elephant. I saw a frightened family crouching near their fire.” The word imposing 

means impressive because of great strength or size. Imposing and impressive are 

synonyms.  On page 17, the big, furry animal is imposing because if its great size  

and strength.  

b. The elephant like animal is imposing in this story. Answer this question in your 

notebook: 

i. What animals today do you think are imposing? Why? 

1. I think ________ are imposing because….  

c. Sometimes buildings or structures like bridges, buildings and monuments are 

considered imposing. Answer the following questions in your notebook: 

i. What might an imposing building look like?  

1. An imposing building might look like…  

ii. What is an imposing building you have seen? Why is it imposing?  

1. An imposing building I’ve seen is…  

d. Another meaning of the word imposing can be ‘making unfair or unpolite 

demands on someone.’ For example, “Fred is always imposing on people by 

asking them to do favors or getting things for him.” 

2. Introduce and use recede 

a. On pages 26-27 the narrator of the story envisions a time when her backyard 

was a part of the great sea. It says, “Then the waters began to get shallow. The 

fish disappeared and the plants sank down to mostly green and blue algae.” 

Recede means move back or away gradually, the waters receded, or pulled back 

over time.  

b.  Sometimes we use the word recede to talk about things that move back, move 

away or fade away gradually. For example, scientists say that glaciers are 

receding because of global warming. Another example is over time, your 

memory might recede, or fade.  

c. Answer the following question in your notebook 

i. What do we mean if we say the pain from a headache is receding?  

1. If we say the pain of a headache is receding, we mean…. 



ii. What do we mean is we say that flood waters are receding?  

1. If we say flood waters are receding, we mean… 

d. Recede and approach are antonyms; their meanings are opposite. Approach is to 

come towards something or move closer, and recede is to move or fade away. 

For the following situation, say whether approaching or receding makes more 

sense and why you think so. 

i. The fog grew thicker as it moved from the ocean onto the shore.  

1. Is the fog approaching or receding the shore? Why?  

ii. The sound of the fire engine grew fainter and fainter as it sped away from 

the fire station.  

1. Is the sound of the fire engine approaching the fire station or 

receding from it? Why?  

iii. The forest fire grew hotter and hotter as it burned through the forest and 

toward the village. 

1. Is the fire approaching the village or receding from it? Why? 

e. Introduce and talk about Eerie  

i. On page 26 the narrator is describing the landscape saying, “Brown green 

muddy water reflected the light of the sun in a weird, eerie sky.” Eerie 

means strange and frightening. Some people might find the animals in 

this book eerie.  

ii. Something eerie is strange in a scary way, sometimes things we cannot 

see is eerie. For example, a mysterious light or dim figure might be eerie, 

or a sound a night.  

iii. Answer the following questions in your notebook-  

1. When have you heard or seen something that’s eerie?  

a. I have seen something eerie when… 

2. When have you had an eerie dream? 

a. I had an eerie dream about ….. It was eerie because….  

iv. The suffix -er means more. It is used to compare two things, for example 

the sound of a screeching bat might be eerier to some people than the 

sound of a screeching cat. Based on this, what do you think the word 

eerier means? Answer in your notebook: 

1. I think eerier means….  

v. Which do you think would be eerier: walking alone through a deep, dark 

forest or walking alone through an old, empty house? Why? 

1. I think __________ would be eerier because…..  

 

Reading 

For each daily reading lesson, students should follow this general schedule: 



1. 15- 20 minutes Read aloud video and Questions/ Taking notes on important ideas 

a. Watch the second half of the read aloud video again, stopping after pg. 22, then 

28, then 30, pause the video and write down important ideas in your notebook. 

Think to yourself- What is the important thing that is happening in the part you 

just heard?  

2. 30 minutes of IDR- Individualized Daily Reading (Nonfiction books only for this 30 

minutes! Feel free to read your fiction books too, the more reading, the smarter you 

get!) 

a. Write a summary of what you read about during IDR time today in your 

notebook. A summary should only be about 2 or 3 sentences long.  

 

 

Writing 

***Writing work is printed at the school to pickup, see Mr. McCann! OR request it to be sent 

over email! 

 

Day 3- Read My Family Trip to Greece and answer questions 

 

Math  

Work on iReady teacher assigned lessons; I have assigned 4 different lessons on fractions. Each 

lesson is about 30 minutes long. I will leave them up for students to work on throughout the 

next couple of weeks. Students can log on to our class page on Prodigy for more math practice, 

www.playprodigy.com.  

 

Day 4- Thursday, April 16 

Vocabulary 

• Speculate- wonder or guess why something happened or what will happen next 

• Envision- picture in the mind, or imagine 

• In the blink of an eye- in an instant or extremely quickly 

• Imposing- impressive because of great size or strength 

• Recede- move back or away or fade gradually  

• Eerie- strange and frightening  

http://www.playprodigy.com/


Reviewing words imposing, recede and eerie 

1. Answer the following question in your notebook: 

a. Which of yesterday’s words might you use in a story about a recently discovered 

sea creature? How would you use it? 

i. I might use the word _____________. I would say….  

2. Make your notecards a day early this week and study them a today before you quiz 

yourself tomorrow! 

 

Reading 

For each daily reading lesson, students should follow this general schedule: 

1. 15- 20 minutes Read aloud video and Questions/ Taking notes on important ideas 

a. Watch the first half of the read aloud video again, pausing again at the same 

stops your made- pg. 6, 12, 16, 22, 28,30, and read over your ideas that you 

wrote. Add more or fix anything you need to and make sure you have all the 

important information from the book. 

b. Using the important ideas you recorded, write a summary about the book. I will 

post a video that explains the summary tomorrow (Day 5/ Friday) and you can 

compare your work with mine!    

2. 30 minutes of IDR- Individualized Daily Reading (Nonfiction books only for this 30 

minutes! Feel free to read your fiction books too, the more reading, the smarter you 

get!) 

a. Write a summary of what you read about during IDR time today in your 

notebook. A summary should only be about 2 or 3 sentences long.  

 

Writing 

***Writing work is printed at the school to pickup, see Mr. McCann! OR request it to be sent 

over email! 

 

Start to work on your essay about Greece, here is the prompt you need to answer: 

You have learned about the country of Greece in passages throughout the week. If you 

could travel to Greece, would you? Why or why not? Be sure to include details from each 

passage in your response, use spelling and grammar conventions correctly, and reread 

your final essay before submitting.  

 



Math  

Work on iReady teacher assigned lessons; I have assigned 4 different lessons on fractions. Each 

lesson is about 30 minutes long. I will leave them up for students to work on throughout the 

next couple of weeks. Students can log on to our class page on Prodigy for more math practice, 

www.playprodigy.com.  

 

Day 5- Friday, April 17 

Vocabulary 

• Speculate- wonder or guess why something happened or what will happen next 

• Envision- picture in the mind, or imagine 

• In the blink of an eye- in an instant or extremely quickly 

• Imposing- impressive because of great size or strength 

• Recede- move back or away or fade gradually  

• Eerie- strange and frightening  

 

Reading 

1. Check the class Dojo page to see how you did with your summary of In My Own 

Backyard. 

2. 30 minutes of IDR- Individualized Daily Reading (Nonfiction books only for this 30 

minutes! Feel free to read your fiction books too, the more reading, the smarter you 

get!) 

a. Write in your notebooks- which reading comprehension strategy did you use in 

your reading today? 

 

 

Writing 

***Writing work is printed at the school to pickup, see Mr. McCann! OR request it to be sent 

over email! 

 

Finish your essay about Greece, here is the prompt you need to answer: 

You have learned about the country of Greece in passages throughout the week. If you 

could travel to Greece, would you? Why or why not? Be sure to include details from each 

http://www.playprodigy.com/


passage in your response, use spelling and grammar conventions correctly, and reread 

your final essay before submitting.  

*Remember to separate your essay into paragraphs. Each reason why you want to or do not 

want to visit Greece should be its own paragraph.  

 

Math  

Work on iReady teacher assigned lessons; I have assigned 4 different lessons on fractions. Each 

lesson is about 30 minutes long. I will leave them up for students to work on throughout the 

next couple of weeks. Students can log on to our class page on Prodigy for more math practice, 

www.playprodigy.com.  

 

 

http://www.playprodigy.com/

